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1) Gloucestershire Growth Deal – attachments 

Attached to this report are the most up to date spreadsheets (up to 30th September 
2018) for the Growth Deal Programme. These highlight;

i) ‘Forward Look’ – a comprehensive list of all Growth Deal funded projects 
with a focus on their current status. 

ii) ‘Projects Summary’ – a comprehensive list of all Growth Deal funded 
projects to highlight forecasted outputs from each project. NB on all 
metrics, the forecast exceeds the total commitment in the Growth Deal. 

These documents are also available on GFirst LEP’s website; 
http://www.gfirstlep.com/projects/ 

2) Growth Deal – ‘Headlines’ (to end of Q2)

To date we have ‘out turned’ £56.2m from a total of £101.7m. Actual project spend 
to date is £52m. The lag between these two figures is where we have out turned 
funds to approved schemes with funding agreements under the delegated transport 
schemes arrangements with Gloucestershire County Council. 

Confirmed jobs created to date are 1671 across the programme. The total number of 
jobs created to date is slightly below expectations. However, the roll-out of the 
Growth Hub Network and the opening of the expanded Growth Hub at Oxstalls in 
September should accelerate the jobs growth achieved. 

Total expected leverage for the programme is well above target both in terms of 
direct match confirmed to date (£74m out of a total of £102m) and also ‘follow-on’ 
investment with a total leverage now expected in excess of £350m with £136m 
already confirmed. 

Recent highlights include the confirmation of c£27m investment in the Merrywalks 
re-development, a second phase of student accommodation on the Blackfriars site 
gaining planning approval (a further 190 students units) and confirmation of the 
Skyborne commercial pilot training centre at Gloucestershire Airport which will 
leverage significant capital investment.

http://www.gfirstlep.com/projects/


Other highlights :- 

The Gloucester Transport Hub now fully open.

The funding agreement for the Cheltenham Spa Railway Station scheme has now 
been signed and the scheme design approved to the GRIP5 stage.

GlosCol Cinderford Campus now fully open.

Hartpury University Agri-Tech Hub (‘Tech to Plate’) has now been fully approved for 
funding and a funding agreement will be in place by December.

3) Gloucestershire Inward Investment bid

This is the joint bid with the County Council and the six District Councils bidding for 
European funding to set up a dedicated team to focus on inward investment in the 
county, in particular foreign direct investment.

With further ‘in kind’ support from a number of the local districts our bid increased from 
£750k to £1 million (50% request for ERDF funding).

10th November 2017 - Expression of Interest submitted
  
30th May 2018 - Full application submitted 

8th October 2018 – Notification letter received, grant approved in principle; seven pre-
contract conditions and two post funding agreement conditions needed to be satisfied

26th October 2018 – five pre-contract conditions now satisfied. 

Recruitment adverts for three new posts are currently being advertised; Team Leader, 
Executive & Admin/Marketing role.

We are aiming to have the team in place in January 2019.

4) GFirst LEP Annual Review at Hartpury University

Wednesday 14th November – 380 delegates booked.

Three key requests for help were made;

i) Looking for volunteers to work with schools across the county through our 
Education Team.

ii) To express an interest in joining one of our sector specific Business Groups.
iii) Signing up younger audience (under 40) to engage and be willing to work with 

us on the development of a Local Industrial Strategy for the county.


